Ramblers Association — North and Mid-Cheshire Area

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting — 22nd November 2008
Persons present

J Watkin, Bill Fraser, Christine Masson, David Brunt, Harry Faulkner, David Bratt, Geoff Hill, Judith Halman, Keith Doughty, Evelyn Kinsella, Harold Bennetton, Doreen Young, Janice Barker, Janet Bolton, Jan Shipsides, Sheelagh Warner, Penny Clarke, David Stearne, Roger Lamming, Ray Brown, Harry Johnston, Alison Sheedy Andrew Galloway, Ken Hall, Norman Lidbury, Barry Smith, Chris Leap.
Speaker  Kate Ashbrook.
Apologies

Valerie Davies , Beth Bratt,  
1. Introductory remarks.

JW welcomed everyone to the North and Mid-Cheshire RA Area AGM. He gave a special welcome to Kate Ashbrook who is the Chairman of the Ramblers and our speaker for the meeting. On behalf of all present JW said that ‘We are very pleased and honoured that Kate was able to attend our AGM’
JW stated that there was an additional item to be added to the agenda. Item 9a; Election of delegates to attend RA Annual General Council
2.  Minutes of the AGM held 18th November 2007
JW commented that the minutes had been written by him with help of the previous secretary’s notes (Christina Goddard).
The minutes were agreed as a true record. John Watkin and Keith Doughty both signed a paper copy as a true record.  (KD has signed copy)
3. Matters arising from the minutes
 JW asked the meeting if there were any matters that will not come up during the meeting? 
JW stated that after the last AGM Jan Shipsides and Janet Bolton have swapped roles. Jan reverted back to being the Treasurer. Janet took on the role of Minutes Secretary.

All Groups are forwarding their minutes to the Chairman, for which he thanked them as he finds the minutes most useful in identifying issues of a general nature.
Subsequent to the AGM Roger Lamming has taken up the role of Warrington’s Paths

Officer and JW took up the role of Area Paths Secretary.

The roles of Countryside Secretary and Publications Officer have still to be filled.

Actions that arose at the last AGM
Action 1: - Completed: JW/KD signed the minutes.

Action 2: Area committee to discuss procedures to deal with a situation when a leader is unable to lead a walk at short notice. To be carried over.

Action 3: Completed: Harry Faulkner has had no success finding a sponsor for our Area RA photography.  He would however like to run a Christmas photography competition.  He suggested a couple of ideas; Peoples faces, (can you guess who they are?) or photos taken on our walks (can you guess the location?).  He asked all present that if they have any ideas would they please contact him by next week?

4. Secretary’s report.
PC thanked John for his support in compiling this report.
The annual report will be published after the AGM as part of the end of year Newsletter and it will include the names and contact details of the new Area Committee.

The walking programme continues to flourish - thanks to Sheelagh Warner and her team of helpers and Lucy Fitzimmons for organising the Tuesday coach walks. The Formby ‘viewing the Tall Ships’ walk, lead by John Bent, attracted 86 people!! (I wonder who counted and who the back marker was!)

The two new walking events were held during the year. More then 80 people went out on 4 walks on May 31st as part of the Get Walking Keep Walking initiative. During September 5 walks were put on for the Beating the Bounds/Use Your Path Week initiative. On the Winwick walk more than 90 people took part of which 35 came from a local primary school and one MP.

Membership continues to fall. However the Under 40’s have shown an increase and the recruitment initiatives of the Warrington group has had resulted in a smaller loss.

The web site continues to be a most valuable tool in providing membership and the general public with local information. Advertising on the site has produced a significant income for the RA. Our thanks go to David Stearne who spends a not inconsiderable time updating and improving the system. There have been more than 52,000 visitors to our website in seven years.

The Discovering Lost Ways project came to an end during the year. Cheshire, which was one of the two experimental regions, added 5 new ways at a massive cost of £5 m. This is equivalent to £2,500 per new yard of path. 

We have sent off two walks for the RA’s new handbook, one in the Frodsham area and one in Delamere, devised by David Bratt and Geoff Hill. As yet we do not know if either will feature in the handbook.

It has been very pleasing to see the Under 40’s group become more involved with the Area. A lot of the credit for this must come from their current chairman Andrew Galloway. We look forward to seeing and hearing more of them during the next year.

Janice Barker has taken up the role of Heath and Safety officer and she has identified a first aid course at Northwich College which she will vet to see if it suitable for walks leaders.

We submitted a motion to General Council which noted that each council produces an enormous amount of work that has to be completed in one year. (i.e. before the next General Council). Our thought was that a biennial General Council might be the solution. This proposal was amended by the Trustees to include a review of GCs role and function, to ensure that the opportunities which come from active members of the RA are utilised to the full. 

The next General Council will be reduced by a day and will take place during the first weekend in April 2009. The RA will also experiment with a members’ day. 

Questionnaires have been circulated to areas consulting on the composition of the board of trustees, a draft Code of Conduct for Members, Volunteers, Staff and Trustees and possible ways to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Ramblers’ Association in 2010.. 
We are still having difficulty attracting new officers although we do have a volunteer for the position of Countryside.

At the last AGM we were able to recruit an Area secretary by thinking creatively and creating a job share.

Many of our members believe that we are primarily a walking group and are not prepared to put any effort into campaigning or other aspects of volunteering. I know from Barry Smith, Chair of the Vale Royal and Knutsford group, that their Foot Paths officer has struggled to find volunteers to walk local paths to support him in his role. With the recession already upon us we can expect local budgets for path maintenance to be reduced possibly resulting in path closures. It may be brought home to us at a local level that campaigning is vital to the continuance of our enjoyment of walking. 

The significance of “white roads” may become an issue in the future and in combination with colleagues in other parts of Cheshire we are doing a survey in two regions of Cheshire to see what effort is involved in identifying them all.

Of major concern over the next year will be the effect the two new unitary authorities in Cheshire will have on the footpaths of Cheshire. An attempt has been made to contact all 167 of them. We have had encouraging replies from 7 councillors in Cheshire West and Chester but nothing from East Cheshire.
The major constructions projects in the area that we are keeping an eye on are:


Gemini Business Park

The new bridge across the Mersey and associated road developments


The new railway terminal just north of Warrington


Two new wind turbine farms


The land fill site at Risley

We are also keeping a watch in brief on:


The Weaver Valley Project


The Mersey Valley Project


The Bridgwater Canal Project.

I am conscious of the fact that I haven’t included the many social events, coach walks and holidays organised by the groups. It could be that, in future years, they may wish to send a representative to summarise their activities. As someone who mainly walks in the Vale Royal group, I would like to know what happens in the other groups in the area.

Finally the committee is sorry to inform the meeting that life memberships for Geoff Hill, Bill Fraser and John Lilly were refused on the ground that the RA does not issue them. 

…………………………………………………………………………..
JW thanked Penny Clarke for her efforts during her first year as Secretary.

From Penny’s report two questions were asked from the floor:  Q1, What is a white road?  JW answered: That an example is a farmer’s track that leads from a footpath to another right of way. Under the new regulations there is a question mark over the right to use these tracks. They are not necessarily public highways in law.
Q2, Concerning the new bridge across the Mersey, will there be access for people on foot.  KD answered that the new bridge should reduce congestion and there will be access for walkers.

5. Treasurer’s report

1. FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT 30 SEPTEMBER 2008

The current account balance as at 30 September 2008 stands at £3521.85 as shown on statement number 39. After adjusting for un-presented cheques totaling £445.59 and pre-paid income of £45 – coach fares for the October Area coach ramble – Area Funds stand at £3031.26 (£1273.87), representing 53.59% (18.13%) of operating costs.

Whilst the level of funds held is significantly higher than in previous years and the percentage much higher than the 20% deemed desirable by the Centre, there are several factors that have contributed to the present position, all of which are discussed in this report.

COACH RAMBLES

The varied programme of monthly coach rambles organized on behalf of the Area by Lucy Fitzsimmons continues to be popular with an average of 44 fare paying passengers per ramble.

A balance of £245.50 was brought forward into this year and reduced to £201.50 due to an overall deficit of £45 (after payment of reconnaissance expenses and allowing for pre-paid income). This is a good result considering that coach fares have increased from £350 to upwards of £410, depending on the venue, due to increases in fuel costs. Despite this, Lucy has managed to maintain price of the coach fare process.

Coach costs are bound to increase further in 2009. Whilst fuel prices at the pumps are currently reducing, they may increase again, added to which the coach operators have increasing stand-still pressures to pay. 

With this in mind, the £201.50 balance brought forward into the New Year will act as a good buffer against increasing costs and hopefully mean that the coach fares will not have to increase.

My thanks to Lucy for continuing to manage the Area coaches so efficiently.

OPERATING COSTS

A surplus of £1801.39 (£99.64 deficit) has been achieved this year, when added to the opening balance of £1028.37 gives a closing balance of £2829.76, significantly higher than seen in previous years.

To understand how this has occurred, we need firstly to look at the 2007-2008 budget funding.

2007-2008 Budget

A total of £6200.00 was requested from the Centre and approved. Of this, £1300 was distributed to the four Groups with an additional £100 to the Under 40`s – financed from the Area funds.

The Area itself required a total budget of £5200 for 2007-2008 and £4900 was requested from the Centre (£1300 + £4900 = £6200).

The majority of the £4900 was for “Promoting Walking” with £4000 budgeted for the two half yearly walks booklets. The rest of the budget was distributed amongst the various Officers expenses and Governance costs.

But the accounts show a significant under-spend against all budgets.

The two booklets for our walks programme cost less than anticipated. The Spring booklet £1612.41 and the Autumn on £1681.88, a grand total of £3294.29 (£2627.98), therefore giving an under spend in the region of £706. Part of this was because stamps were purchased before a price increase and printing costs did not increase as we expected.

Other under spends can be seen with regard to Officers expenses and Governance costs. Expenditure has been less than expected here because not all officers posts are filled and therefore many meetings, conferences and AGM`s have not been attended. Additionally, not all officers/committee members claim expenses due to them.

In all there is an under spend against budgeted expenditure in the region of £1400. Added to this, income received has been much higher than usual.

When the budget was prepared, the usual £120 advertising income from the walks booklets, along with bank interest, was included in the budget calculations. At that time the Area Committee was not aware that we would generate income from our web-site. From this source, we have received £500 from Menorca Walking Holidays and £61.01 from the Google Ads – every time someone clicks onto one of the Google links, we earn 10 cents and when we have $100, this is transferred to our bank account.

In summary, this additional income, plus the under spends against budgeted expenditure has contributed to the current higher level of reserves (Area Funds), an amount far higher that is deemed desirable by the Centre.

But the amount should provide sufficient funding to cover all Officers expenses and Governance costs for this new financial year.

However we need to remain prudent with regard to our finances. This financial year will be a challenging one as funds will not be as freely available to Areas and Groups as in previous years.

The final accounts for the Area and the four Groups within this Area, along with the 2008-2009 budget requests, have been submitted to the Centre. The initial feedback is that the accounts will be deeply scrutinized, along the budget request. The Centre is aware that some Areas and Groups, across the country, have reserves well in excess of their requirements and equally there are Areas and Groups where a lack of funding prevents them carrying out RA objectives and activities.

Whilst the Centre is not going to see any Group or Area struggle financially, their priority is to apply/distribute funds to where monies are really needed and can be used effectively.

Summary

Taking the under spends into account and the current level of Reserves (Area Funds) held, the Area will only be requesting sufficient funding via the 2008-2009 Budget process to cover the cost of the 2009 walk booklets.

Whilst I acknowledge that the level of Area Reserves stands at an undesirable level, I feel that overall the Area Committee should be commended in reducing overall expenditure whilst at the same time increasing income.

A thank you to everyone concerned.  Jan Shipsides
JW thanked our Treasurer Jan Shipsides for her continued and invaluable efforts.
6. Membership report
HB told the meeting that membership has continued to decline from 1659 in 2007 to 1621 in 2008, a loss of 38 members which is a smaller decline than in the previous year. The Under 40’s have increased their numbers by 5 in the present year.  Warrington is only down by 2 and has worked hard at their recruitment.

Because of on-going problems with the new computer system at Head Office it is not possible to give a more detailed breakdown of the figures. 

During the summer we did a small survey of new members who had been with the Ramblers for 3 months.  The comments were very positive, stating how welcoming our groups were, and many felt it was a good decision that they had made, in joining.

Only one negative comment, this related to length of walks, too long.

HB stressed the importance of walk leaders to continue to ask if there are any new members on their walks, to ensure that other members of the group can make the new member feel included and welcome.

…………………………………………………………………………………………

JW thanked Harold Bennetton who has had to cope with the lack of accurate data from HQ. We have been informed that this database will improve next year. JW also felt that to aid recruitment we should have a stand at next years Cheshire Show. The cost for this would be £300 for two days.
Q: from the floor it was stated that people can attend any Ramblers walking group without paying, as there are no checks. Kate said that groups must be vigilant regarding membership.
7. Access Officers report

KD told us that there was little to report on access within ‘our patch’ we are well catered for.

Access in Bowland will bring new ‘rights of way’.
The RA has been active with the coastal paths around Britain and other areas of England.

KD attended a course at Losehill Hall in September of this year.  This was a Local Access Forum.  All attending were LAF members (except Keith).  Within the Cheshire LAF we are well represented, John White is chairman, Neil Collie (Stockport) and John Lilly are on the committee.. The workshop was a success and beneficial.  There were workshops on Alleygating, ROWIPs (Discovering lost ways, Access and Off Roading.
A very interesting and factual speech was given by Sir Martin Doughty Chairman. of Natural England, on the progress of access from 1935 – 1945 and to the present time.

A session on Funding by Ken Taylor from ASKEN Ltd – boosting incomes from grant schemes. Plus a session on campaigning and an overview of how LAF work fits in with RA priorities.  A very worthwhile 2 days.

As access progresses I will endeavour to report back to the committee and to membership, via our Footprint editor.

………………………………………………………………………………………

JW ‘My personal thanks go to Keith Doughty who is one of the few people who will do almost any job asked of him. Thank you very much’
8. Footpath and Countryside Officers report.

See attached report.  
JW spoke of last year being the end of an era when ‘3 of our stalwarts retired after decades of devotion to the work of the RA’. Geoff Hill as Area Paths Secretary, Bill Fraser as Warrington’s Path Officer and John Lilly as the Area Countryside Secretary.

JW took over from Geoff and Roger Lamming took over from Bill, but the post of Countryside Secretary was left floating. Queries were passed over to the groups with little success, but at last there is light on the horizon.  Harry Johnston has volunteered for this post and hopefully will be elected into the position of Area Country Secretary
this afternoon.

John concluded with a challenge to all the groups. Vale Royal & Knutsford, Halton, Warrington and the Under 40’s: Check your area’s un-walked paths and in small groups walk as many of the paths as you can.

Q:  Christine Masson suggested that we combine walking local un-used paths with shorter walks, for infrequent walkers. She said that she would put this in the News Letter. Christine also suggested that we put this on the web-site to get volunteers to lead and support these walks. Footpath numbers can be obtained from RA website as there is a link through to Cheshire County Council un-walked paths.
It was also stated that local authority workers do walk these paths.

Q: Regarding wind farms ‘Is it RA policy to oppose them?’ Kate answered this question.  ‘The RA is looking at this issue and taking each case on its merit.

A discussion ensued from the floor with various comments on this subject for and against. 

9 Election of Officers

	Title
	Name

	President
	Keith Doughty

	Chair
	John Watkin

	Vice Chair
	Bill Fraser

	Secretary *
	Penny Clarke

Janet Bolton

	Treasurer
	Jan Shipsides

	Membership Secretary
	H Bennetton

	Footpath Secretary
	John Watkin

	Access Officer
	Keith Doughty

	Countryside Officer
	Harry Johnston

	Press and Publicity Officer
	Vacant

	Programme

Coordinator
	Sheelagh Warner

	IT Support
	David Stearne

	Coach Secretary
	Lucy Fitzsimmons


*This is a job share.
· All of the above officers were agreed on mass.
· Barry Smith proposed
· Norman Lidbury seconded
· All attending the AGM agreed 
The representative of the Groups are:

Ken Hall for Halton.

Val Davies for Warrington.

Janice Baker for Vale Royal.

Andrew Galloway for Under 40’s

9a Election of Delegates to attend RA General Council
Nominations for attendees to the RA General Conference on 4th April 2009.

Penny Clarke            -         Andrew Galloway        -     Roger Lamming
Nom. Roger Lamming 
Geoff Hill
                     Geoff Hill
Sec.   Alison Sheedy

Jan Shipside                         Bill Fraser
10 Election of Auditor
Mark Pepper was returned as Area auditor.

11 AOB
JW attended a Cheshire Paths meeting and a proposal was put forward that the meeting would like to see stiles maintained by the highway authorities rather than the landowners. This would reduce costs, as landowners would not have to be ‘chased up repeatedly.’
JW put to the AGM that we lobby Government to change the law on the above issue.

He suggested if they agree this would be discussed and a motion phrased at the next Area Meeting on 10th January 2009.  After some discussion from the floor, it was agreed that this could be an ACTION.
Sheelagh Warner our Programme Co-coordinator was asked by John for any comments regarding the walks brochures?  SW said that we have offered 550 walks and that the majority of leaders now return their forms on time as they can now complete them on line.  Sheelagh praised David Stearne for his invaluable support and thanked all leaders who have sent in walks.

JW thanked both Sheelagh and David for all their efforts to the Ramblers.

Janice Barker our Health and Safety Officer is to attend a first aid course in November and report back to the Area Committee at its next meeting.

Q:  David Bratt asked what was the aim of First Aid Courses for Walk Leaders?
JW stated that it was purely voluntary.

Kate was asked to comment: She did not think it would become a RA mandatory policy.

Comments raised by the floor suggested that most people did not want first aid courses to be mandatory.  Andrew Galloway stated that a number of members of the Under 40’s had attended first aid courses and they had found them valuable.

Christine Masson requested that any comments to be included in the News letter should be sent to her by the end of the week.

12 Kate Ashbrook’s Talk
John introduced Kate Ashbrook to the meeting: Not only is she Chairman of the Ramblers, she has been General Secretary of the Open Spaces Society since 1984.

She played an important part in achieving the Countryside and Rights of Way act 2000. Giving the public freedom to walk on all registered common land and open countryside in England and Wales. 
Kate is also involved in other organizations. In 2002 she took East Sussex County Council to court for failing to reopen the Hoogstraten footpath. This led to the path being opened after 13 years. She says that her principal recreation is ‘finding illegally blocked footpaths’.

……………………………………………………………………………………

Kate greeted her audience, saying that she was pleased to have been invited to our meeting. 

She mentioned how in the early 1950s Ramblers from Cheshire and Merseyside organized expeditions throughout north-west England and north Wales, to claim rights of way for the definitive map.
Kate went on to explain the challenges facing the Ramblers.  In 2008 we were preparing for change. We had a new chief executive, Tom Franklin who was encouraging us to move forward. We had a new strategy which was enthusiastically adopted at general council.  Next year we would start to implement the strategy, it would be a time of change with uncertainties both within our organization and in the wider world, but it would also be exciting.
The RA is run by professional staff in offices in London, Cardiff and Milnathort in Scotland, as well as staff based in a number of cities.  The staff, trustees and volunteers all over the country, work together in partnership.  We are a charity working for the public benefit, keeping paths open, and defending access rights, both in the countryside and towns.
We need new ideas as there are other walking and countryside organizations springing up which are our competitors.

Our membership is an ageing one and is not increasing, we need to encourage the under 40’s. We lack diversity (being mainly middle class and white) Kate praised our area’s efforts; our Under 40’s doing well, and new members generally finding us welcoming.

The RA generally is not good at making partnerships, so she was pleased that we had sponsorships, creating benefits both for the sponsor and the RA. The financial situation in the country could lead to an opening for the RA and it should take advantage of this. People with less money for organized holidays could look to the Ramblers as not only a healthy, but cheaper option.

One of the aims of our organization is to encourage people to join who live in the poorer parts of the big cities such as Manchester/Birmingham/London and Sheffield, where we are running our lottery-funded ‘Get Walking Keep Walking project’.
The RA wants to create a walking Britain. This involves good quality paths. The RA is against gating of paths in towns which result in people being sealed off from their communities.

We need to find ‘lost ways,’ and get them onto maps.  Cheshire has done work on this.  

Current priority projects for the RA are:  Coastal access, with government support a Bill is to be announced in the Queen’s Speech next month.  Core paths in Scotland, there are no official footpath maps for Scotland. Making walking accessible for all, we must reach out to none walkers, both in rural areas and the cities. Campaign techniques, a new officer will be appointed to help us with with e-campaigning. Training courses for new walk leaders to be set up. We are to have a new Ramblers ‘logo’ and ‘branding’ next year.
Other points to improve our image. On our walks we should explain to new recruits what the RA stands for. We need to be welcoming to new people, general good manners. (Having listened to our membership secretary’s comments, Kate said that we seem to have achieved this.) New sources of income must be found, with cut backs in costs, there is less money for legal fees in court cases. The RA must become more democratic, with new structure changes. Being a campaigning organization we must talk to local councils. Mid Lancashire are trying an experiment of new groups based on topics rather than territories, such as bird watching or photography groups. Also we must try to make ‘volunteering’ less daunting, (as we have started to do in splitting roles).
Kate mentioned the General Council meeting and our area’s proposal this year to hold it every two years rather than annually.  She thanked us for the suggestion and as an experiment in 2009 the RA is to hold a ‘One day General Council’ followed later in the year by a members’ day, consisting of talks and workshops and open to all members. If this is successful it will be continued, if it is not, then it will revert back, or we’ll try something else. She thanked us for prompting it. 

Kate concluded by thanking us all for our hard work.  Questions were then opened up to the floor. 

………………………………………………………………………………………

Q:  It was suggested that the RA does not pay enough attention to children. Could we not arrange walks suitable for them during school holidays?

A:  JW’s answer was that he had tried two walks this year for this very purpose, without success. On a brighter note, the Warrington Groups ‘Beating the Bounds’ walks had attracted children from a local primary school, and there has been requests to run these walks again.

It was also suggested that we could go into the schools to talk to children about the RA.

John Bent is doing a walk in the New Year including ‘Seeing the robin’, the hope is that this may attract some parents and children.

Q: AG spoke about the ‘Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme’.  Could the Ramblers consider something similar?

(Kate made a note of this suggestion)

Q: It was suggested in order to raise membership; on Ramblers Holidays, about 38% belonged to the RA, the rest did not.  Could we not offer free memberships for a year for those people?

Q:  Another suggestion, to organize ‘toddler and mother trots’ in towns near children’s centres.

(Kate made a note of this suggestion)

Q:  Could the Ramblers drop its name and use its initials ‘RA’ as many corporate businesses have done?
A: Kate answered that the Ramblers were not well known enough to do that, and whatever we thought of the name ‘Ramblers’ it had a valuable history to it and one does not throw away one’s heritage lightly.
Q: In Scotland extinct wild life is being re-introduced, such as bears and wolves, does the RA have views on this?

A: Kate answered that the Ramblers was concerned that this could lead to the fencing off  of vast areas of land to which there was public access by right.
Q: It was suggested that labelling walks, Leisurely/Moderate/Hard/ Strenuous, was sometimes confusing for people. Could the walks be defined in another way?

(General discussion on this, without conclusion)

Q: David Bratt congratulated Kate on her successful appeal in having the ‘Hoogstraten footpath’ re-opened.

………………………………………………………………………………………

John Watkin thanked Kate Ashbrook, and then brought the meeting to a close.

Annual Report for Paths and Countryside Issues

Last year we saw the end of an era when 3 of our stalwarts retired after decades of devotion to the work of the RA. Geoff Hill as Area Paths Secretary, Bill Fraser as Warrington’s Paths Officer and John Lilly as the Area Countryside Secretary.

I took over from Geoff and Roger Lamming took over from Bill but the post of Countryside Secretary was left floating. I tried to pass over queries that came along but with little success pass specific task over to the groups, but at last there is light on the horizon and I hope that we will elect Harry Johnston into the position of Area Countryside Secretary.

Footpath Matters

For both Roger and I the last year has been one of learning the background about our roles but we have had the help of both Geoff and Bill for which I am very thankful and the other members of the Footpaths Sub-Committee John White (Vale Royal and Knutsford) and Robin Whitaker (Halton). There is an open invitation to Geoff and Bill to attend all our meetings as their experience is invaluable.

My report could give reams of details about this path and that but I am sure you will get bored so what I shall do is to give you a summary of how things are within the Area.

When we go out walking we expect paths to be in the right place, that’s according to the Ordnance Survey Maps we use and when they are not and when they are blocked –well don’t we give someone a mouthful. But then how good are ours?

I am told that over 80% of the paths in Cheshire and Warrington are open and free from problems and that they are high in the league table. I do not know about Halton because they do not have the luxury of a paths forum. But how good is 80%?

I walked the paths of Croft (that’s where I live) and in doing so I found one path in the wrong place (that’s a different place from that given on the Ordnance Survey and indeed different from the definitive map and several obstructions. So the definitive map will need to be changed and path rectification in others. How many paths have problems like this?

Cheshire County Council has over 2500 paths and they are trying to bring the definitive map up to date for the hand over to the two new unitary authorities. They have found over 800 errors when they compare their working digital map with the paper definitive maps. Many, they say are simple errors such as paths shown on the wrong side of a hedge, but to correct these things will take time and it is not clear that they will be completed by the time of the hand over. So you walkers take note the Ordnance Survey maps are little more than a guide to where that paths are.

It would be very useful if our members could walk our paths take a note of problems and errors so that our paths can become more accurate. So can the Groups take up the challenge to walk our paths and report all deficiencies?

The biggest change that will take place over the next year is the division of Cheshire into two unitary authorities Chester and West Cheshire and East Cheshire. I have attempted to contact members of the new councils (all 167) to remind them of their duty of care for the paths of Cheshire but only a few from Chester and Cheshire West have replied.

There is a potential problem with “White Roads” not being defined as public rights of way. The concern is that walkers may lose access to the so called “White Roads” and thus be unable to gain access to a number of footpaths that lead from them. John White together with a colleague (Neil Collie) will look at two specific regions in Cheshire and identify the number of “White Roads” .From this they will be able to define the potential magnitude of the whole problem.

Countryside matters.

The Aston Wind Farm inquiry held on 19th September had gone well but the results are not available.

Burtonwood Wind Farm had been passed for 2 sets not three as originally applied for. 
Please remember that the height of the sails of these windmills reach 415ft which is the same height as the observation platform on Blackpool Tower. Also the foundations consisted of a 30m cube of concrete which is the same volume as an Olympic swimming pool.

I am still waiting for the official RA line on wind farms.

There are several major constructions which we will need to keep our eyes on. Such as:


Gemini business park Warrington


The new bridge across the Mersey and associated road developments


The new railway terminal just north of Warrington


The land fill site at Risley

There are several multi user projects of interest to us which include:


The Weaver Valley Park 


The Mersey Valley 


The Bridgwater Canal 

J S Watkin
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