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Standing Stones on Wincle Minn                 Cleulow Cross                      The Bullstones


1) ‘The Ship’ already existed in 1745 when a young man armed with a musket held the landlord and customers hostage.  He was rumoured to be a Jacobite.  The sign portrays  ‘The Nimrod’,  one of the ships used by Shackleton in his voyage to the Antartic.  Shackleton was accompanied by Sir Philip Brocklehurst of nearby Swythamley Hall.  During the second world war the famous Wallabies escaped from the private zoo at the Hall and lived to breed, tho’ I think they are now extinct.
2) Wincle Grange was built by monks in the 15th century, replacing an earlier building .
3) Hawkslee was another monastic farm before the dissolution of the monasteries.
4) Our route along Wincle Minn follows the course of aa important prehistoric track.  Several of the old gate posts (themselves the remnant of a long forgotten field system)  lining the track are the remains of a stone-age row of stones lining the track.
5) Cleulow Cross is a 10ft high medieval cross standing on top of a wooded mound which itself may be an enormous prehistoric barrow.
6) The Bullstones are unique in Cheshire.  Excavation revealed an upturned stone-age beaker containing the remains of a child, a flint arrowhead and knife.
7) This nameless standing stone is in perfect alignment between the Hanging Stone and the ancient burial chamber of The Bridestones.  It is also near a now-piped spring of fresh water, a valuable commodity in ancient times.
8) The Hanging Stone is a natural feature and has been a prominent landmark since people ventured into the wild Peak District.  It bears 2 modern memorials.
9) Luds Church is a natural feature but a place of legend andhistory.  Some scholars think it was the lair of the knight mentioned in the tale of Sir Gawain and The Green Knight.  More recently it was used by non-conformist preachers.  Modern people still leave little offerings in its recesses.
10) The grounds of Swythamley Hall contain a Bronze Age burial mound but it cannot be seen over the high boundary wall.
[image: image1.jpg]Pethills 6 Cluelow Cross

The Bullstones River Dane

Wincle Minn 4 The Ship

Standing Stone

8 9 Hanging Stone

J/ ! Au 10 Luds cHurch

&

Hawkslee 3

Not to Scale




   Thanks for accompanying me on this jaunt.  Sorry about the mud.
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